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TEMPORARY ORDER 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [3.40 pm] — without notice: I move — 
That so much of standing orders be suspended to allow us to deal with the “Temporary Order—Divisions” 
notice as business of the Assembly. 

The SPEAKER: Members, because this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need an 
absolute majority to succeed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly.  
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [3.41 pm]: I move — 

That the following Temporary Order in relation to divisions applies for the remainder of 2021 — 
(1) Standing Order 139 to be replaced by the following: 

Procedure for division 
139. When a division has been called for — 

(1) Strangers will withdraw from the Chamber. 
(2) The Speaker will order the division bells to be rung for two minutes. 
(3) Members will sit in their allocated seats. 
(4) After the two minutes have expired, the Speaker will order the doors to be locked 

and no member will enter or leave the Assembly until after the division. 
(5) The Speaker will appoint at least one Teller for each side. 
(6) No member will move around the Chamber after the Speaker has appointed 

the Tellers. 
(7) The Speaker will state the question and direct the ‘Ayes’ to stand, and after 

counting the votes, the Teller for the ‘Ayes’ will sign their list. The Speaker will 
then direct the ‘Noes’ to stand, and after counting the votes, the Teller for the 
‘Noes’ will sign their list. 

(8) If unable to stand because of illness or disability, by permission of the Speaker, 
a Member may cast their vote with the ‘ayes’ or ‘noes’ while seated. 

(9) The Speaker will declare the result of the division. 
(2) Standing Orders 137, 138, 140 and 141 in relation to divisions remain unchanged. 
(3) Standing Orders are suspended accordingly to the extent necessary to effect these arrangements. 

I am very mindful that the member for Hillarys is about to give her inaugural speech, which we are looking forward 
to, as are her family members who are present, so I will speak very briefly. 
Members would have noticed during the last division that the situation becomes very confined, particularly when 
government members are required to divide on one side of the house as per the normal arrangements under the 
standing orders. Therefore, through consultation with the opposition prior to the Parliament sitting, it was decided 
that the procedures outlined in this motion would allow us to have a more effective division process. As the motion 
highlights, when a division is called, members will return to the chamber and sit in their allocated seat. After the 
bells have rung for two minutes, the Speaker will first call for those who are voting aye to stand, and all members 
who are voting aye will stand. Subsequently, the noes will stand. The tellers will make a record of the vote 
procedure—if anybody is ill or unable to stand during that process, they are accounted for under subsection (8)—
and the Speaker will then declare the result. I thank the opposition for its support of this procedural motion. 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.44 pm]: The opposition supports this motion. 
We just saw how uncomfortable the current arrangements are for members on the other side, given the close 
proximity. It was very comfortable on this side of the house, I must say, and now I am now regretting our earlier 
support! We will continue to support this eminently sensible measure. 
Question put and passed. 
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